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SPEECH. 



Mr. CLAEKy of Miuouri, saidt 

Mr. Clerk: TTnless it is the purpose of the 
House, as has been intimated to me, to adjoum 
after taking another rote lo-nighi, in case ; 
Speaker is then elected, I propose to submit some 
remarks now. 

Several Members. Go on. 

Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of order. 
The point of order is this: there is no* question 
before the House, and the gentleman from Mis- 
souri Amnot, therefore, take the 4oor to deliver 
any remarks. 

Tie CLERK. The Clerk having no power to 
decide the point of order which has been raised, 
win submit to the House. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, "fhere is a ques- 
tion before the House — ^whether we shall proceed 
to take another vote to decide which of the can- 
didates for Speaker ought to be elected ? My re- 
marks will go to show that some of the candidates 
ought to be elected, and that others ought not. 
They will, therefore, be pertinent to the question 
which we have before us. 

The CLERK. Shall the gentleman from Mis- 
souri be allowed to proceed with his remarks ? 

[Loud cries of " No !" *» No !'T 

Mr. BURNETT. I withdraw my question of 
order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I renew it. 

The CLERK. The question i^gain recurs. 
Shall the gentleman from Missouri be permitted 
to proceed with his remarks ? 

Mr. GARNETT. I submit, Mr. Cterk, that 
it is not within the power of the House to stop 
debate. The question Is, who shall we elect 
Speaker? and I contend that the gentleman from 



Missouri has the right to proceed ,which thiis Hou9(> 
6annot control, unless by rules previously adt)pted . 
Wb have, as yet, adopted no rules; and I think that 
he has the right to proceed, as he deisires, with 
remarks going to show why ceriain candidates 
before this House ought not to be elected Speaker. 
The usage has been for the Clerk to decide sucii 
points of order. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Under the Con- 
stitution of the United States, I have rights as -e, 
member upon this floor which X deny this House 
can deprive me of, 1 demand, as a constitutional 
right, that I be allowed to proceed with my re- 
marks. 1 call upon you, Mr. Clerk, as the only 
organ at present of this Houde, to decide the ques- 
tion; it cannot be submitted to tlie House. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state that hv. 
has carefully e3camined thi^ silbject, and can find 
no authority conferred upon him as Clerk of thr 
former House, except to put questions, when 
raised, to the House for its decision. He will not, 
therefore, take upon himself the power to decidr 
this question. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded the yeas and nays 
on the question. 

Mr. CLAR^, of Missouri. As an individual 
member of this House, I claim the right to be 
heard; and I deny the power of the House to de- 
prive me of it. 1 decide it for myself; and I will 
therefore proceed wji^ my remark^ I claim the 
right unde^the Constitution. 

Mr. CURTIS. To what constitution does the 
gentleman refer, when he claims the right to pro- 
ceed under the Constitution ? If he has the right, 
I have the right. 

Mr. CLARK, ot Missouri. I claim the right 
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to proceed under the Constitution of the United 
States. [Cries of " duestion ! "] I claim the right 
to proceed. 

The CLERK. The point of order has been 
made, and the Clerk does not feel^hat he has the 
power to decide it. He knows of no other way 
to decide it than by submitting it to the House. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. Let the ques- 
tion be submitted, and let the majority determ- 
ine it. 

Mr. PLARK, of Missouri. I could show pre- 
cedent for what I ask, if I had time, and our desks 
had not been taken away from us. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GARNETT. What is the point of order ? 

The CLERK. Whether the gentleman from 
Missouri shall be permitted to proceed to submit 
remarks, there being no question before the 
House } 

Mr. KEITT. There is a question before the 
House. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I will offer a reso- 
lution, and there will then be a question before 
the House. 

The CLERK. It is not in order, according to 
the Manual, to offer a resolution unless the point 
of order be withdrawn. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. With def- 
erertce to the Clerk, I think he has mis-stated the 
question of order. The Clerk stated the question 
to be whether the gentleman from Missouri should 
be permitted to proceed, there being no question 
before the House. I insist that there is a ques- 
tion before the House, and that is, the election of 
a Speaker. 

Mr. KIL60RE. I presume thatthis matter 
can be settled without difficulty. From the con- 
sultation I have been enabled to hay«, I think 
gentlemen on this side of the House will consent 
to an adjournment afler another vote has been 
taken. I think there is no doubt about it. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I want to make one 
suggestion to the gentleman who has demanded 
the yeas and nays. If that call is withdrawn, I 
will offer a resolution; and then there can be no 
question that there will be something before the 
House. I had supposed there was a great deal 
before us; but to obviate any objection of that 
kind, I have ^resolution wUch I will offer, if the 
gentleman will withdraw the demand for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. KILdrOBJS. I would suggest that it be 
the understanding that, afler another vote shall 
have been taken, the House, shall adjourn. 



Mr. McdUEEN. I object to any arrangement 
or concert whatever. I want no compromises in 
reference to this election, and I object to any be- 
ing made. . 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. It has been sug- 
gested, I understand, that, as ^certain number of 
the members on this side of the House are ab- 
sent, an equal number on the other side be with- 
4rawn, and that the voting be then proceeded 
with. [Laughter.] 

Mr. KILGORE. I feel certain that, after an- 
other vote, the members on this side of the House 
will consent to adjourn. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I withdraw my 
application to make remarks, and offer this reso- 
lution: 

Whereas certain members of this House, now in n<Mn- 
ination for Speaker, did indorse and recommend the book 
hereinafter mentioned, 

Resolved, That the doctrines and sentiments of a certain 
book, called *' The Impending Crisis of the South : How to 
meet it," purporting to have been written by one Hinton 
R. Helper, are insurrectionary and hostile to the domestic 
peace and tranquillity of the eouotrj^y Md that no memhor 
of t\^ia House who has Indorsed and recommended it, or 
the compend from it, is fit to be Speaker of this House. • 

[Applause in the galleries, accompanied with 
hisses.] 

I will now proceed with my remarks on that 
resolution. 

Mr. STEVfiNS, of Pennsylvania. I rise to a 
question of oraer. It seems to me that, in the 
present condition of the House, there are but two 
things in order, one is a motion to adjourn, and 
another is to proceed to another ballot. I think 
it has been so decided on a former occasion. I 
submit to the Clerk if it is not so. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will remark,* that 
the question, under like circumstances, seems to 
have been decided both ways a number of times, 
and he has not been able to determine which way 
the preponderance of decisions has been. If the 
point of order is made, he wUl submit it to the 
House for their decision. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. X suppose I can 
debate the question of order. 

Several Members. Oh, certainly. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I submit 
that the question of order must be decided with- 
out debate. 
. Mr. FLORENCE. Under what rule ? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I hope I will now 
be allowed to proceed. Sir, in. view of the crisis 
of this coimtry^ representing as I do a constitu- 
ency in a border State, adjoining the non -slave- 
holding States of. this Union; Representing a 
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slaveholding constituency, and clsdming that 
constituency to be equal in intelligence, equal in 
patriotism, and equal in morals to that of any 
other gentleman in this House; T should be recre- 
ant to that constituency, recreant to my own self- 
respect, and a traitor to our common country, if i 
failed to utter before this deliberatiye body, which 
Ib presumed to be to a great extent the embodi- 
ment of the intelligence and the will of the great 
American people, my condemnation of sentiments 
such as have been indorsed by gentlemen on the 
other side of the House, who are now presented 
as candidates for the position of Speaker. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to a 
question of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. There is one question of 
order already pending. 

Mr. WASHBURN, t>f Maine. I make the 
point that the gentleman from Missouri must 
confine himself to the question of order, whether 
the resolution is in order or not. He has no 
right to discuss other matters. 

The CLERK. The Clerk cannot undertake 
to decide whether the gentleman from Missouri is 
confining himself to the question of order or not. 
If the point of order be insisted on, he must sub* 
mit the question to the House. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I hope gentlemen 
on the other side of the House will bear with me, 
and not get unhappy before I have had an op- 
portunity to deliver the sentiments which I pro- 
pose to deliver and place upon the political rec- 
ords of the country, in reference to deeds which 
strike at the peace of the people of this Union, 
and at the perpetuity of the Union itself. No 
wonder they are unhappy and want to stop de- 
bate, when the constituents of members upon 
this fioor have been incited by their representa- 
tions and by their advice, to insurrection, to 
treason, to bloodshed, and to murder. 

Mr. Clerk, we have passed through many 
gloomy periods since the foundation of this Gov- 
ernment; we have passed through two wars since 
the war of Independence, but we have been a 
united and happy people; we h&ve grown from a 
few weak States to a great Confederacy, which 
now challenges the admiration of the civilized 
world. 

Mr. STANTON. I apprehend that nobody 
dfisires to remain here. If the object of gentle- 
men on the other side of the House is simply to 
gain time, we might just as well adjourn. We 
can do no good by remaining here. We know 
that gentlemen on the other side of the House can 



consume the day, if that be their object. It seems 
to me unprofitable to remain longer. I therefore 
ask the gentlem'a^ from Missouri to give way, and 
allow me to mov6 that the House adjourn until 
twelve o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I will say to the 
gentleman from Ohio, that my purpose is higher 
than merely to consume time. My purpose is to 
place facts before the country. 

Mr. STANTON. I wish to say this to the 
gentleman from Missouri. The kind of discus- 
sion which the gentleman proposes to engage in, 
it seems to me, would bemuc^more appropriate, 
and could be much better managed, if the House 
were organized, with a presiding ofiicer in the 
chair. I propose , therefore , that he shall give way , 
and allow the House to adjourn now. 

The CLERK. Does the gentleman from Mis- 
souri yield for a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. If the gentleman 
from Ohio proposes an adjournment, I will yield 
for that purpose. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine.- I understand 
the gentleman from Missouri to state that he would 
be satisfied to allow the vote to be taken, if as many 
members on this side would withdraw.as are absent 
on his nde. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Not at all. I un- 
derstood that that proposition was made, but I 
aflerwards found it was not; and I will now pro- 
ceed with my remarks unless the motion be made 
to adjourn. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I hope the 
gentleman from Ohio will not move to adjourn. 
These things must come out, and they might just 
as well come out now. 

Mr. STANTON. If gentleman on the other 
side choose to take the responsibility of prevent- 
ing further balloting, I see no reason why wc 
should remain here. As they have avowed that 
purpose, and assumed the responsibility, I take 
upon myself the responsibility, without consult- 
ing anybody else, of moving that the Houso 
adjourn until to-morrow, at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. LOVEJOY called for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion. , 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLARKi of Missouri. I want it under- 
stood that I yield only for a motion to adjourn , 
and hold the floor for to-morrow. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative — yeas 113, nays 115; as follows: 

TEAS— Messrs. Adrain, Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, 
Willlam C. Anderson, Aabmote, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, 
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Banett, Bocock, Bonliaiii,Boteler, Boullgny, Boyce, Brab- 
son, Branch, Briggs, Burcb, Burnett, John B. Clark, 
Clemens, Clopton, Cobb, Jobn Coelweae, Cooper, Gox, 
James Craig, Burton CnOg^i Cmwfqr4y Curty, Bavidson, 
H. Winter Davis, John 6. Davis, B«uben Davis, De Jar- 
nette, Dimmlck, Edmundson, English, Etheridge, Flor- 
ence, Fouke, 6amett,6artrett, Gilmer, Hardeman, J. Mop- 
risoa Harris, Jobn T.. Harris, Hottoq, Hawldtui, BUI, 
Hindman, Holman, Houston, Howard, Hufl^es, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Jones, Keltt, Kunkel, Lamar, Larrabee, Leake, 
Logaa, Xove, Maciay,MaIIdty, Charles D. Mania, Elbert 
S. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, McCMleeB, SfcBae, 
Miles, Millson, Montgomery, L^ban T. Moore, Sydenham 
Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Pey- 
ton, Pfadps, Pvyor, Pugh, Qnartwi, Beagan, Riggs, James 
C. Boblnson, Ruffin, Scott, Sickles, SimiBS, Singleton, Wil- 
liam Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stanton, Stevenson, 
James 'A. Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Theaker, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, 
Whiteley, Wlnslow, Woodruff, and Wright^llS. 

NAYS— Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, 
Ashley, Babbitt, fieale, Bihgham, Blair, Blake; Braytoh, 
firistow,- Bulfintoo, Burltngame, 0ambam, Burraugbe, 
Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Caae, Horace F. 
Clark, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Covoide, Curtis, Dawes, 
Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Famswoirth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Fnunk, French, Gooch, 
Graham, Grow, Guriey, Hale, Hall, HiMkin, Helmlck, 
Hickman, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkln, 
Francis W. Kellogg, WUliam Keliogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Jamfes M. Leach, Lee, Longneoker, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McK^raii MoKnigbt, McPber- 
son, Millward, Mooriiepd, Morrill, Edveard Joy Morris, 
Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olln, Palmer, Pennington, Perry, 
Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Reynolds, Rice, Christopher 
Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stevens, William Stewart, Stratton, 
Tappan, Thayer, Tompkins,* Train, Trimble, Vandever, 
Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader 
O. Washburn, Ellihu B. Waahbume, Israel Washbum, 
WelIs,J(^ilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff-llS. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, when his name was 
called, remarked that, as four members on that side 
of the House were absent, three of whom, and 
probably the fourth, would be present to-morrow, 
he Toted to adjourn. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I was proceeding 
to show why this resolution ought to pass, and 
was approaching the facts necessary to lay before 
the American people the position which gentle- 
men occupy, before the Government and before 
the people, who are now presented for election as 
Speaker of the House. Sir, in all our changes 
and mutations of parties since this Government 
has had an existence, while we have combated 
one ]f)arty and another, and while the people have 
been divided, sometimes into Federalists and Re- 
publicans and Whigs and Democrats, yet there 
has always been a conservative spirit in the coun- 
try, a fraternal feeling governing men claiming to 
be American citizens, and keeping down insur- 
rection sgid murder and rapine imd desolation. 



Both parties, since this Gbvemment has had 
a^ history J however inimical they m^j have been 
to our infiftitutions, however fond of power they 
may have been, and however disregardful of the 
public weal they may have been, weie unwilling 
to risk their reputation by standing forth to the 
country advisors of a large portion, of the people 
of this Union to stop at nothing until they put 
out of public life, disfranchise, and murder, » 
large portion of the people of the United Statea.. 

Mr. KILGORE. Will the genUeman from 
Missouri pepnit me — j 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. No,, sir; I prefer 
very much to go on. I do BOitwitntt0.be em- 
barrassed. 

Mr. KILGORE. I should like the gentleman 
to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, Well, I will listen 
for a moment. 

Mr. KILGORE. I simply wish to remark to 
the gentleman firom Missouri, that probably he 
had better allow some little time for gentlemen, 
whose names appear published in the New York 
Herald as having signed this recommendation^ to 
make their own statements in the matter. Let 
them be permitted to make theii: own remarks^ 
As I am not one of those embraced within the 
scope of the resolution — ^no1< being a candidate for 
the Speakership— I may make this suggestion. 
Let me say, too, that I, and all with whom I have 
conversed on the subject, condemn tlie doctrines 
contained in the' compendium of Helper's work 
in as unlimited terms as it can possibly be con- 
demned. I have no recollection that I ever saw 
the recommendation; and so it is with every one 
that I have spoken to. I am told, however, that 
there was a proposition made by some per9<Mis 
interested, to publish in pamphlet form the maiters 
contained in the book, taken from the census, to- 
gether with remarks made by southern gentlemen 
in regard to the effects of slavery in their own 
States, and that matter was to be published in 
pamphlet form for distribution. Taking the se* 
lections published in the Herald> unconnected 
with other matter, I woul^ most unhesitatingly 
condemn the publication*, because I represent a 
constituency that is conserva^ve and peace^oving, 
and that has no leaning toward treason. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I am glad that the 
gentleman is beginning to flee from the wrath, to 
come. 

Mr. KIL(K)RE. No, sir; I am not one of the 
fleeing stock. I am ready to take the responsi- 
bility of all my acts. 
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J4f. CI.AJRK:, of MissQurk I aQL|^«id tJiatOie 
IqydX spirit ma^fested. heretofore in t(ie ^ntle- 
man's political history makes hii» ijmwiiUngtp, 
bear the odium vhich necefwirily ai|4ch6fi ^ ^ 
iirhoBQ 2Mime$ are found on thea li§^ 

idx. PARNSWORTH. I wieii to fliake q. sug-, 
gestion. 

Mr* S/LARK, of Missouri. Le^ mp proceed 
witli my rem^l^s, and the ^^tlexpfui^ oap then 
I^aiie an (opportunity of ansverin^ me. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I merely wish to make 
a suggestion. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Excuse pie«. if you 
please. 

Mr. PARNSWORTH. We cato act much more 
understandingly on the resolution, if the gentleman 
from Missouri will have the book read. I' wish 
to suggest thi^t it be read. 

Mr. CldAR^t of Missouri, f will have every- 
thing read; and I beg to infbrm the gentleman 
that I will not precis my resolutioh to a Voie until 
^e last of those who have signed the recommend- 
ation sh^l have had an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. PARNSWORTH. I have never read'the 
book; and I presume the gentleman from Mis- 
souri never read it. I think it would be well, 
therefore, to have it read. ' 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. It would be well 
if the gentleman could also say he had never 
s^ed the recoxftnendation. - 

Mr. PARNSWORTH. I recommend the lit- 
era^re to the gentleman fVom Missouri; that is 
all. I think it would do him good. 

Mr. QLAjElK, of Missouri.' The gentleman 
can read as well as I, and may acquaint himself 
with the contents of that circular; and let him 
then avow, if he can, that he never signed itj or 
(as is sometipnes done in regard to bonds) say 
that it was read incorrectly. 

Mr. PARNSWORTH. I have no doubt that 
the book is a very good one. I never read it, or 
heard it read; and I should like to hear it very 
much. I recommend the literature. 

Mr. C l^y K, of Missovui. I do not.i^ish to 
be discourteous; but I hav^ a good de^l to say on 
this subjectj^and X feel it my 4uty to say it before 
the .9Puntry, in order that, if this Government is 
tp be prqstitute4, and if m^n are to be placed in 
high positions in the country who have advocated 
^h^ tj^s tiook advocates, ^a^lniieriGan people 
1J^^y know to Vfhat a pi^is the ^x^er^pan Congref 9 
has coi^e. 

Sir, I was saying tl\at in all the mutations and 
chp3^e& t)irougL which parties, in this country 



have passed, there was always existing a spirit 
of peace and fraternal love and equality and self-» 
reflf^ct. The chair that yoi^ are now about to 
fill has been filled with a Clay, a Barbour, a Polk, 
a Winthropi and many other distinguished men, 
who got their light from the sources of the Con- 
stitution, an4 from the founders of the Qovem- 
xpent. They have b^en of di^erentpoliticalparties. 
When oi^e party or the other Efucceeded in organ- 
izing the House, thex took men who were loyal 
to the cpunti;y,.wh9 had afraterned spirit and 
a^]^-rejsfp^ct,,and who would not advise treason 
and murder and insurrection and raj)e and deso- 
lation. 

Gkntlemen want to hear what they have recom- 
men4e4* Thejjp want the law and the prophets 
read to then^ on this occasioQ, . f have that circular 
before m9« an4 I have extract? from the book 
which it recommends. They can get the whole 
book if t^ey want it put on the political record. 
I will se^d it to th^ Clerk 's desk directly, and ask 
to have read this circular to the non-slaveholders 
of the sou^ern States, with directions and advice 
how to use it; whicl\ circular has been signed, 
among others, by the g^entleman who interrupted 
me a few moments ago. 

Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. I think not. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. If I under- 
stand the extracts, I wish to say here to the 
House and to the country that I utterly condemn 
them — ^utterly. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri'. I am very glad to 
hear it;^ so does every other good man. 

Mr. PALMER. I hope the gentleman from 
Missouri will not be interrupted. If the negro 
is to be thrust upon us the first day of the Con- 
gress, let ul3 go to work as speedily as possible 
and put him out; and I think the best way to do 
that, is to have a free and general discussion. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. The gAtleman 
says, thai if the negro is to be thrust into the 
House the first day of the session he ought to be 
put out as spe,edily as possible . The negro would 
not have been thrust into the House but for the 
action of that gentleman *s party; nor would any 
occasion have arisen, except for ^e ^dvice which 
they gave to the country. 

But if gentlemen will make themselves equal to* 
the negro, by saying that the negro shall be tree 
and equal in all things, at the polls and other- 
wise, it is rather a strange sentiment for him now 
to wish to drive the negro out of the House, the 
first day of the session. 
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Mr. KELLOGG^ of Illinois. I desire to make 
K suggestion. 

The CLERK, Doeis (he gentleman froin Mis- 
souri yield? 

' Mr. KELLOGG, of Illihois. The gentleman 
has just made a statement^— 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Let nie hear him. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. The gentleman 
Has made a statement in regard to something in a 
book which many of the Republican members 
have directly or indirectly sanctiorfed. My name 
appears in some of the papers as having signed 
that recommendation 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I have no doubt 
you signed it. 

Mr. KELLOGp, of Illinois. My frieAd from 
Missouri wDl bear with me a moment. Under- 
stand that I am not here prepared to say whether 
I did or did not sign it; because the authority of 
that Democratic paper is not very good with me. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. No ; nor any other 
good paper. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. But I wish to 
say to the gentleman that those' sfentiments are 
not entertained by Republicans; and my object in 
making that statement now, is-r-as the gentleman 
himself does not understand what is in the com- 
pendium of the book — ^to allow time for gentlemen 
to find out what it is, so that they may avow or 
disavow the positioi^s charged upon them. And 
I auggesifUfi'Wf that the gentleman from Missouri 
will permit me to make a motion that the House 
now adjourn. 

Several Members. That is right; right. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I want thiia out. 
Letit all come out. [Criesof*»No!" "No!*'] If 
I have signed a paper -that is wrong, t will dis- 
avow it; and if the anti-slavery sentiment is proper 
in the compendium, I will avow it before the world. 
I only i^nt to know what is in it; for the gentle- 
man himself is not prepared to state what is in 
the compendium. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I am prepared. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I ask him to permit 
me to move to adjourn till to-morrow at twelve 
o'clock, so that we may vote understandingly. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I am prepared to | 
show what is in that book; and if I am allowed 
. to proceed I will show it. But if gentlemen want 
time to deliberate and prepare themselves in secret, 
I have no objection. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I do not hear 
what the gentleman says. Does he permit the 
motion to be made? 



The CLER*K. Will the gentleman from Mis- 
souri yield to the gentleman from Illinois for a 
motion to adjourn? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Yes. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Then I move 
that the House adjourn till to-morrow at twelve 
o'clock. 

Mr. LOVEJOY demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CURTIS. I rise to a point of order. The 
gentleman cannot make that motion. T, ask for 
the reading of the rule which I have marked. 

Mr. FLORENCE. We have no rules. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will state to the gen- 
tleman frofai Iowa that there is no time fixed for 
the adjournment of the House, until the standing 
rules of the House shall have been adopted. The 
question is on the adjournment till twelve o'clock 
to-morrow. [Cries of " duestion ! ' *] 

The CLERK. As many as desire to have the 
yeas and nays on the question will rise. . 

After a partial count, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE said: A majority of 
the members present have not voted for the yeas 
and nays. 

The CLERK. It does not re(]^uire a majority. 
The Constitution of the United States fixes the 
number at one fifth. 

Mr: WINSLOW demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. ^ 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs^ Botce and 
BuFFiNTON were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported — 
aye one, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken on the motion to ad- 
journ ; and there were, on division — ayes one hun- 
dred and thirty-one. 

So the motion w^s agreed to; and thereupon, 
at twenty-two minutes past two o'clock, p. m., 
the House adjourned till to-raorrow at twelve 
o'clock, m. 



HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuESDAT, December 6, 1859. 

The House met at twelve o'clock, m. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved . 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri, who was» entitled 
to the floor, resunied it. 

Mr. CRAWK)RD. I ask my friend frorti 
Missouri to allow me ah opportunity to submit a 
motion to the House this morning before he pro- 
ceeds with his* remarks. I will state to the gen- 
tleman the object I liave in view, and I have no 
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doubt he will concur with me^ It being very eri- 
denfthat when the gientleman shdl conclude his 
remarks, a reply from the other side will be ex- 
pected, and remembering that in the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress one gentleman, under similar 
circumstances, occupied the floor for over two 
days, I desire to submit a resolution to adopt the 
hoiir rule until the organization of the»PI'olise. 
ask the gentleman f^om Missouri to allow me to 
present a resolution to that eflect to ihe House. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I object. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I prefer not to 
yield. ^ 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I give notice that I shall 
endeavor to get the floor when the gentleman has 
concluded his remarks, for Uie purpose of sub- 
mitting the motion to the House; though I shall 
be perfectly willing, if the gentleman from Mis- 
souri occupies more than an hour^^to allow the 
gentleman who answers him an equal length of 
tnne. 

Mr. CLEMENS. . Will the gentleman from 
Missouri allow me to offer a resolution? 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I will hear the 
resolution. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Renivei, That the dally senioiM of thta Hotiae sfaalf be 
at twelve o'clock, in. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I was proceeding 
yesterday, as well as I could, to demonstrate the 
unfitness for the Speakership of certain gentlemen 
upon the other side of the House; gentlemen who 
signed a paper recommending the circultftion of 
the publication referred to in my resolution of 
yesterday. In order that I may do no genUeman 
injustice, and that the country may understand 
precisely what position those gentlemen occupy, 
and the responsibility they take upon themselves, 
and without meaning any personal diivesp^ct, I 
send to the Clerk, aaid ask him to read, a paper 
signed, by a number of members of Congress, 
among whom are gentlemen nominated on the 
other side for Speaker of this House, recommend- 
ing this book for circulation. 

The Clerk read the paper, as follows: 

New York, March 9, 1859. 
Dear Sir : If you have rqadand crlUcally examined the 
work, you will probably agree with ui^ that no course of 
aigomeat so miceeaflfHtty oontroverting the piaetfoe of slar 
very In the United States, and cnftiwiay a predBe and ade» 
quate view of itt prostiteting efiects, liiaterial and moral, 
hha equaled that of the vbtume entitled '* The Impending 
Crlslg of the South : How lo Meet It," by Rlnton Rowan 
Helper, of North Carolina. 



No other volume now before the public, as we conceive, 
is, in all respects, 10 well calculated to induce in the minds 
of its flsaders a decided and persistent repugnance to slavery 
and a willingness to co&perate in the effort to restrain the 
riiameless advances and hurtful influences of that perni- 
cious institution. 

The extensive circulation of a copious compend of the 
work in question among the intelligent, liberty-loving vot- 
ers.of the country, irrespective of party or Locality, would, 
we believe, be productive of most benefici^ results; and to 
this end we trust you wUl assist us in carrying out a plan 
we have deviaed for the gratuitousdistribution of one hun- 
dred thousand copies of such a compend, which, if con- 
tracted for and published, will contain about two hundred 
pages, and be bound in pamphlet form. 

One hundred thousand copies of the contemplated com- 
pend, which, on. about two hundred pages, would contain 
very nearly all the matter now embraced in the regular 
volume, (which sells for one dollar p^r copy,) can be had, 
well printed on good paper, for sixteen cents each^l6,000 
in the aggregate. This amount we propose to xsiBe in such 
sums as you and other good friends of a gooocause feel 
disposed to subscribe. 

^1 all casejs, when convenient, contributors to the cause 
wR please make their subscriptions in the form of drafts, 
or cerUficates of deposit, payable to the order of the Hon. 
William H. Anthon, 16 Exchange Place, New York city, 
our treasurer. and dlsburser, who will regularly, through 
the columns of the Tribune, acknowledge receipts of the 
same. 

Every person who subscribes ten dollars, or more, will, 
if timely application be made, be entitled to as many copies 
of the compend for distribution as he may desire, not ex- 
ceeding the number that the amount of his subscription 
would pay for at net cost. 

Subscribers' names, with the; sums severally subscribed 
by them, in all cases where the amount is ten dollars or 
more, will appear, alphabetically arranged, in the latter 
part of the compend. 

Correspondence or pMs(maI interviews in relation to 
this enterprise may be had with any one of the undersigned, 
who will be pleased to receive subscriptions in aid of its 
speedy consummation. 

An early response from you is respectfully solicited. 

•William H. Anthon, Treasurer, 16 Exchange Place, New 
York. S. E. Sewall, Boston, Massachusetts. William 
Gunnison, Baltimore. S. Pailleford, Provid^ice. L. Cle- 
Idiane, Washington. W. B. Thomas, JPhiladelphia. Cas- 
sitts M. Clay, Whitehall. W. MeCaaley, Wilmington. F. 
P. Blair, jr., St. Lrnis. 

The umierslgned having been appointed a committee in 
New York, to aid in the circulation of Mr. Helper*s book, 
on th6 plan proposed above, beg leave to recommend the 
object to the public, and ask their colJperation. 

Subscriptions may be sent to the Hon. William H. An- 
thon, No. 16 Exchange Place, New York, directly, or 
throu|^ either of the undersigned committee : 
Charles W. Elliott, R. H, McCurdy, 

Abrsm Wakeman, David Dudley Field, 

William Curtis Noyes, James Kelly, 

C. A. Peabody, Edgar Ketchum, 

Benjamin F. Manierre, James A. Brfggs. 

We, the undersigned, members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the National Congress, do cordially Indorse 
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the opinion and approve the enterprise set fbrth In the 
feregofaiK circular : 



Sctauj^ler Colfta, 
Anson Barlingamfi, 
Owen Lovejoy, 
Amoa F. Granger, 
Edwin B. Morgan, 
Galusba A. Grow, 
Joshua R. Glddings, 
Edward Wade, 
Calvin C. Chaffee, ' 
William M» Kelsey, 
WUIfam A. Howard, 
Heniy Waldroo, 
John Sherman, 
GeoiKe W. Palmer, 
Daniel W. Goocb, 
Henry L. Dawes, 
Justin S. Morrill, 
I. Washburn, jr., 
J. A. Bingham, 
William KeUogg, 
B. B. Washbttme, 
Beq}aa|n Stanton, 
£dwaM>odd, 
Cydnor B. Tompkins, 
John Covode, 
Cad. C. Washburn, 
Samuel 6. Andrews, 
Abraham B. Olin, 
Sidney Dean, 
Nathaniel B. Durfee, 
Emosy B. Pottle, 
DeWitt C. Leach, 
John F. Potter, 
T. Davis, (Massachusetts,) 



J, F» Famswoitli, 
O* !;•. Knapp^ ^ 
Bi. B. Feiiton» 
Philemon Bliss, 
Mason W. TappaQ, 
Charles Case, 
T. Davis, (Iowa,) 
James Pike, 
Homer B. Royce, 
Isatah D. Clawson, 
A. 6* Murray, 
Bobert B. HaU, 
Valesdne B. Hortoii, 
Freeman H. Morse, 
David Kilgore, 
William Stewart, 
Samuel R. Curtis, 
John M. Wood, 
John M. Parker, 
Stephen C. Foster, 
Cliiiries J. GUman, . 
Chacles B. Hoard, 
John Thompson, 
J. W. Sherman, 
William D. Brayton, 
James Buffinton, 
O. B. Matteson, 
Richard Mott, 
George R. Bobbins, 
Ezekiel P. Walton, 
James Wilson, 
S. A. Purviance, 
Francis E. Spinner, 
Silas M. Burroughs. 



Mr. Helper is a native of North Carolina, who, as the 
result of careful observation and extensive inquiry, has 
reached the very obvious and just conclusion that human 
slavery is the great primary curse and peril of the South; 
impeding its progress in morals, intelligence, industry, and 
wealth. This conclusion, with the fhcts on which it is 
fbunded, is embodied in his book entitled « The Impendipg 
Crisis of the South," a work everywhere received and 
hailed, by the advocates of free labor, as one of the most 
Impregnable demonstrations of the Justice of their cause, 
and the vital importance of its triumph to our national and 
general well-being. Were every citizen in possession of 
the- facts embodied in this book, we feel confident that 
slavery would soon peacefully pass away^ whUe a Repub- 
lican triumph in 1880 would be morally certain. 

It is believed that this testimony of a southern man, bom 
and reared under the iniluence of davery, will be more gen- 
erally listened to and profoundly heeded, whether in the 
slave or in the free States^ than an equally able and con- 
clusive work written by a northern miB. And it is very 
desirable, therefore, that.a dheap eompend of its contents, 
fitted for gratuitous oirculation, be now made and gener< 
ally defused in. those States^pennsyivanla, N^w Jersey, 
Indiana, and Illinois— which ase to decide the next presi- 
'dential contest. 
Horace Greeley, 
Jasr^Kelley, (^airman of 
State Centrei C^Mit., 



B. S. Hediiok, 
John A. Kennedy, 
John Jay, 
Thurlow Weed, 
Marcus Spring. 
^m of the As«oki^i<Mi.~And now to the point In our 
op£aLU>n-T«a opinipn which bai| been formed from data ob- 



J. C. Underwood, 
Abram Wakeman, 
Wm. Henry Anthon, 
Wm. O. Bryant, 
E-DelafleldSmitb, 
B. H. MeOurdy» 
W. Curtis Noyts» 



tained by assiduous researches and comparisons, from labo- 
rioas Investigation, logieal- reasoning, and earnest refiee- 
tlQi^^-4he causes wUch have impeded the progress anA 
prosperity of the South, which have dwindled our com- 
merce, and other similar pursuits, into the most cfontempt- 
ible insignifloajice*; sank a laige m^oilQr of our people tik 
galMng povertjf and ip^oranee, rendered i|^ small minoi^Qr 
conceited and tyrannical, and driven the rest away from 
theh- homes ; entailed upon us a humiliating dependence 
on the fi«e States ; diegiaced ns in the recesses of oiir. owa^ 
soulsy.and brought «s. under reproach in the eyes of a}l civ- 
ilized and ei^lightened nations, may all be traced to qqe 
common source, atad there find solution in the mosthateKiI 
and JuHxibk}. word tUaC was ever ineorporated into the vo^ 
cabulaiy of h^iniA^ e^onony-r-sliiv^. 

2%< $ty^tna9$etiin the Sou^h. -^It is cgspeoted that the 
stupid and sequacious masses — ^the white victims of Qua- 
very— will believe, and, as a general thing, they do believe 
whatever the siaveholderi tou thcvBLS aa4 tbuv l% is tl^t 
th^ are cajoled into the notion that they are the, frees.^ 
happiest, and most intelligent people in the world ; and are 
taught to look with prejudice and disapprobation upon eveiy 
new principle or progressttfe movement. Thus it-la ^lA 
the South, woefully Inert and inventionless, has lagged be- 
hind the North, aiid is now weltering in the cesspool of 
i^oraaoe and depadation. 

Retatta of '*J%e stm of stU Filteinje*."— Whiie' fti Y^ 
ginia, very recently, an elderly slaveholder, whose religioi^ 
walk and conversation had recommended and promoted 
him to an eldership in the Presbyterian church, and who 
supports himselfand family by raising negroes and tobaiee», 
told us that, for the last eight or ten yeafs, asi^e froqi the 
increase of his human chattels, he felt quite confident he. 
had not cleared as much even as one per cent, per atinum 
on the amount of his investment. The real and personal 
property of this aged Chi istian conslsis chiefly in a laife 
tract of land and about thirty negroes, most of whom, ao^ 
cording to his own conHsssion, are more expensive than 
profitable. The proceeds arising from the sale of the 
tobacco they-produoe are all absorbed in the purchase of 
meat and bread for home eonsumptiou) aqd when d^ etoj^ 
is stunted by drought, frost, or otherwise cut short, one of 
the negroes must be sold to raise funds for the support of 
the others. Sw^ %re the agricoltuml aehievementsof slave 
labor; s^ch are the results of <^ the sum of all iriU^ies.'' 
The diabolical institution subsists on its own flesh. At 
one time children are sold to procure food for the parents ; 
at another, parents are sold to procure Ibod for the children. 
Within its peiftii^B^ ^toiowbere ikotUng s«cceeds ; progr 
ress and prospi^rity are unknown; inanition and slothful- 
ness ensue ; everything becomes dull, dismal, and unprqfit^ 
able} wretchedness and desolation stand or lie in bold 
reUef throughout the land; «a aspeet of most meUmeh^lir 
inactivity and dUap^lt^tion broods oi^r every city and town ; 
ignorance and prejudice sit enthroned over the minds of 
the people; usurping despots wield the scepter of power ;^ 
every when, and in everything, between Dotowate Bay and 
the Gulf of Me;cico, are the niii|ltl;udin|0us evUs of slavery 
apparent. 

Revolutionary Jlppeal to Southern yon-Slaveholdert.-~- 
To undeceive the people of the South, to bring' them to a 
knowledge of the inferior and disreputable position which 
they occupy as a component part of the Union, and to give 
prominence and popularity to those plans which, if adopted, 
will elevate us to an equality, socially, morally, intelleot- 
ually,liMhuft(ia|Iy, pqlltioaily, anddoanelaHy, with the moat 
flowiahlDg and refined: natioa in the wotld, and, if possible, 
to place us hi the van of even thiat, is the ohje^ of tUia 
work. SlaveboUeis, either from ignorancjs or from ,&> willfUl 
disposition to propagate error, contend that the South has 
nothing to be ashamed of, that slavery has proved a bless- 
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Ing to her, aoci that her superiority over the North, in an 
agricultural point of view, makes amends for all her short- 
coxningn in other respects. On the other hand, we contend 
that many years of contintial blushing and severe penance 
would not suffice to cancel or anntU the shame and disgrace 
that itastly attach to the South In consequence of slavery 
—the direst evil that e'er befel the land— that the South 

^ears nothing like even a respectable approximation to the 
North in navigation, commerce, or manufkctures, and that, 
contrary to the opiiiidih entertained by ninety-nln^ hun- 
dredths of her people, she is fhr l>ehlii4 the free Statee in 
the only thing of whidh she hae ever dared to boast— agri- 
culture. ***.****• 

It is possible that Hie riekety monster may make a better 
show on the new traek ; but if it makes a more ildlculohs 
display we ghall not be surprised. A careful examination 
of its precedents has tauf^t us (he folly of expecting any- 
thing good to issue from iMn any manner whatever. It has 
no disposition to emulate the magnanimity of its betters, 
and as for a laudable ambition to excel, that is a charac- 
teristic altogether foreign to its nature.. Langourand ija- 
ertia are the insalutary viands upoi; which it delights to 

, satiate its morbid appetite ; and, * from bad to worst,' is the 
ill-omened motto under which, la all its feeble efforts and 
achievementsa it ekes out a, ^ost miserable and deleterious 
existence. . 

Northern Induces in Southern Jifarfo.— The person 
whose curiosity prompts him to take an account of the im- 
mense piles of nortiiem lumber now lying on the wharves 
and* houseless lots in Baltimore, Richmond, and other slave- 
holding cities, will not, we imaghie, form a very flattering 
opinion of the products of southern forests. Let it be re- 
membered that nearly all the clippers, steamers, and small 
craft are built at the North; that Inige cargoes of Eastern 
lumber are exported to foreign countries; that nine tenths 
of the woodien ware used in the southern States is manu- 
factured in New England; that, In outrageous disregard 
of the natural rights and claims of southern meohaoics, 
the markets of the South are forever filled with iy>rthem 
furniture, vehicles, ax-helves, walking>canes, yard-sticks, 
clothes-pins, and pen-holders ; that the extraonlinary num- 
ber of fhctoriee, steam engines, fonges, and macUoe shops 
in the free States require an extraordinary quantity of oord 
wood ; that a large majority of the magnificent edifices and 
' other structures, both private and public, in which timber 
in its various forms la extensively used, are tet be found in 
the free States— we say, let all these things be remembered, 
and the truth will at once flash across tlie mind that the for- 
ests in the North are a source of ftr greater ineome than' 
those of the South. The difference Is sii^ply thie: at the 
North everythbig is turned to advantage. When a tree is 
cut down, the main body Is sold or used for lumber, railing, 
or paling, the stump for matches or shoepegs, the knees for 
ship building, and the brsnq^es for fuel. At the South ev- 
erything is either neglected or miemanaged. 

The North must seize the Riches of the Sout4.— Nature 
has been kind to us in all things. The strata and substrata 
of the South vte proAisely enriched with gold and silver 
and precious stones, and from the natural orifices and aque- 
ducts in Virginia and North Carolina, flow the purest 
healing waters in thi world. But of what avail is all this 
latent wealth? Of what avaU will it ever be, so long a^ 
slavery is pennitted |o i^y the dog in the manger? To 
these queries there can be but one r^ly. Slavery must be 
throttled ; the South, so great and so glorious by nature, 
must be reclaimed from her inftuny and degradation; our 
cities, fields, and forests, mwit be kept intaet from the un- 
sparing monster; the various and ample resources of our 
vast domain, subterraneous as well as superficial, must be 
developed, and made to coDtcibuta to our.pleBsuBi and to 
I the neoeisitiea of the wiorld. 



RevofuHon must Free the Slaves — ^The great revolutionary 
movement which was set on foot in Charlotte, Mecklen- 
burg county, North Carolina, on the 30th day of May, 1775, 
has not yet been terminated, nor will it be, until every 
slave in flie United States is iieed fh>m the tyranny of his 
master. Every victim of the vile institution, whether 
white or black, must be reinvested with the sacred rights 
and privileges of which he has been deprived by an inhu- 
man oligarchy. What our noble sires of the Bevolution left 
unfinished, it is our duty to complete. * * * * 

To this position the North has adhered with the strictest 
fidelity. How has it been with the South ? Has she imi- 
tated the praiseworthy example of our illustrious ances- 
tors ? No. She has treated It with the utmost contempt ; 
she has been extremely selfish — so selfish, indeed, that she 
has robbed posterity of its natural, inalienable ri^ts. From 
the period of the formation of the €k>vemment down tofte 
present moment, her policy has been downright suicidal, 
and, as a matter of course, wholly indefensible. She has 
htigged a viper to her breast ; her whole system has been 
paralysed, her conscience is seared, and still holding in her 
embrace tilie cahse of her shame and au^ring, she is be- 
coming callous to every principle of justice and magnanim- 
ity. Except among the non-slaveholders, who, besMabetng 
kept in the groasest ignomnce, are under therestraffitof all 
manner of biiqultous laws, patriotism has almost ceaaed to 
exist within her borders. And here we desire to be dis- 
tinctly understood, for we sh«U have occasion to refer to 
this matter again. We repeat, therefore, the substance of 
our averment, that, at this day, there is scaroely a grain of 
pure {patriotism in the South, except among the m>n-filave- 
hoiders. 

The North too Sorupuious>-4he Theory that Joh«* Brown 
Praoticed. — ^With re^rd to the unnatural and demoraliz- 
ing system of aUvery, we believe the majori^ of northern 
people are too scrupulous. They seem to think that it is 
enough for them to be mere Free-Soilers, to keep In check 
the diffusive element of slavery, and to prevent It from 
crossing over the bounds within which it is now regulated 
by municipal law. Remiss in theh" national duties, as we 
contend, they make no positive attack upon the institutions 
in the soathem^tates. * * * * * * 

Did they not, in "the days that tried men's souls" strike 
as hard blows to secure the independence of Georgia as 
they did in defending the liberties of Massachusetts, and is 
it not notoriously true that the Toryism of South Carolina 
prolonged the war two years at least? Is it not, moreover, 
equally true, tiiat the oligarchs of South Carolina have been 
unmitigated pests and bores to ^e General. Government 
ever sine^ it was orgflnized, and 'that the Aree and consel- 
entious people of the North are virtually excluded from 
her soil in consequence of rtavery ? It is a weM known and 
incontestable fket that the i^orthem States furnished about 
two thirds of all the American troops engaged in tiie revo- 
lutionary war ; and, though they were neither more nor 
less brave or patriotic than iheh: fellow soldiers of the 
South, yet, inasmuch as the Independence of our country 
was mainly secured by virtue of their numericaJ strength, 
we think diey ought to consider it not only their right but 
their duty to make a firm and decisive effort to save the 
States which they fought to free from f^iug under the 
yoke of a worse tfmmy than that which overah«dQwe4 
them under the rei^ft oi King George the Thhrd. Freemeik 
of the North! we eamestJ^ eqtreat y<w to think of thes^ 
things I Hitherto, as mere free-soilen, you have approached 
but half way to the line of your doty ; wmi for your own 
sakes and for oura, wd Hot the purpose of perpetuating this 
great Republic, which your fiubers and our fathers founded 
in septennial streams of blood, we ask you, in all serioucH 
ness, to or^^n/Lse youxseWes ap one maa» under the banners * 
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of liberty, and to aid us In exterminating niavery, which is 
the oniy thing that miUtates against our complete aggran- 
dizement as a nation. In this extraordinary crisis of affairs, 
no man can be a true patriot without first becoming an 
AboliUonist. n 

7%e Non- Slaveholders to Strike for TVeoMon, — Non-slave- 
holders of the South, farmers, mechanics, and working- 
men, we take this occasion to assure you that the slave- 
holding politicians whom you have elected to offices of 
honor and profit have hoodwinked you, trifled with you, 
and used you as mere tools for the consummation of their 
wicked designs. * * * * ♦ * * 

Now, as one of your own number, we appeal to you to 
join us in our earnest and timely efforts to rescue the gen- 
erous soil of the South from the usurped and desolating 
control of these political vampires. Once and forever, at 
least so far as this country is concerned, the infernal ques- 
tion of slavery must be disposed of j a speedy and absolute 
abolishment of the whole system is the true policy of the 
South— and this is the policy which we propose to pursue. 
Will you aid us ? will you assist us? will you be freemen, 
or will^u be slaves? ****** 

Do not reserve the strength of your arms until you shall 
have been rendered powerless to strike ; the present is tiie 
proper time for actioi^; under all the eiroumstanees, apathy 
or indifference is a crime. First ascertain, as nearly as you 
can, the precise nature and extent of your du^, and then, 
without a moment's delay, perform it in good ftith. To 
facilitate you in determining what considerations of rl^t, 
Justice, and humanity require at your hands, is one of the 
primary objects of this work ; and we shall certainly fiiil in 
our desire if we do not accomplish our task In a manner 
acceptable to God and advantageous to man. 

RevohUiofi^PeacefuUy if we can, Vlolewtly \fwe must 

Now, sirs, we ask you, in all seriousness, is It not apparent 
that you have filched from us nearly five times the amount 
' of the assessed value of your slaves? Why, then, do you 
still clamor for more ? . Is it your purpose to make the game 
perpetual ? Think you that we will ever continue to bow 
at the wave of your wand, that we will bring humanity 
into everlasting disgrace by licking the hand that smites us, 
and that with us there is no point beyond which forbear^ 
ance ceases to be a virtue ? Sirs, if these be your thougfato 
you are laboring under a most fiitai delusion. You can 
goad us no further; you shall oppress us no longer; here- 
tofore, earnestly, but submissively, we have asked you to 
redress the more atrociouil outrages vfhich you have per- 
petrated against us; but what has been the invariable fiite 
of our petitions? Witli scarcely a perusal, with a degree 
of contempt that added insult to injury, you have laid them 
oh the table, and from thence they have been swept into 
the furnace of oblivion. Henceforth, sirs, we are demand- 
ants, not suppliants. We demand our rights; nothing more, 
nothhig less. It is for you to decide whether we are to 
have justice peaceably or by. violence, for whatever conse- 
quences may follow, we are determined to have It one way 
or the other. 

The Banner to Stand or Die fty.— Inscribed on the ban- 
ner which we herewith unlVirl to the world, with the Ml and 
fixed determination to stand by it or die by it, unless one 
of more virtuous eAcaey sbali be presented, are the mot- 
toes which, in substance, embody the principles, as we 
conceive, that should govern us In our patriotic warfare 
against the most subtle and insidious foe that ever men- 
aced the inalienable rights and liberties and dearest inter- 
ests of America: 

I. Thorough organization and Independent political 



action on the part of the non-slaveholding whites of the 
South. 

2. Ineligibility of pro-slavery slaveholders; never another 
vote to any one who advocates the retention and perpetua- 
tion of human slavery. 

3. No cooperation with pro-slavery politicians ; no fel- 
lowship with them in religion; no afiiUation with them in 
society. * 

4. No patronage to pro-slavery merchimts ; no guestship 
in siave-waitUig hotels ; no fees to pro-slavery lawyers ; no 
employment of pco-slavery physicians ; no audience to pro- 
slavery parsons. 

5. No mora hkriBg of slaves by non^idaveholden. 

6. Abrupt discontinaance of aubscriptiion to pro-slavery 
newspapers. 

7. The greatest possible encouragement to free white 
labor. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I have had that 
document read in order that the country, as well 
as this body, might be informed of the position 
held by certain gentlemen of the Republican party, 
and especially by those who have been recom- 
mended for^he Speakership of this House. The 
extracts which have been read are in substence 
true extracts from the book itself, which is in the 
House. Those extracts have been examined and 
marked. It appears by those extracts that nearly f 
all the Republican members of the last Congress, | 
and certain members of the present, recommended I 
certain things to the non-slaveholders of the South ; I 
and among them non-fellowship, either socially or I 
politically, with slaveholders. If such be the I, 
purpose of the gentlemen of this House, who | 
signed that paper, let me ask, has it indeed come 
to this, that gentlemen of the North, who live 
under institutions secured to them by the Consti- 
tution of their country, which institutions we have 
never attempted to invade; that gentlemen living 
in a bond of union, and under a Constitution 
which has cost so much blood, and so much treas- 
ure; and under which, by the cooperation of both 
North and South, our country has grown to its 
present strength and importance — has it come to 
this, that they have got their own consent, and 
expect the country will agree to it, to advise those 
of the South who do not happen to own slaves, 
to rise in rebellion, and to destroy the slave in- 
terest, first by non-intercourse in religion or soci- 
ally and politically; and then l^y advising them 
not to wait to strike the blow until their arms are 
powerless, but to exterminate the odious institu- 
tion, peaceably if they can, forcibly if they must.' 

Such are the doctrines recommended by the 
paper which was signed by at lea9t two members 
of this House who have been recommended by 
the Republicans for the Speakership. « 

Now, if we are a common coTuitry; if we sit 
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here to deliberate under the stars and stripes of 
our beloved country, claiming a common Consti- 
tution and looking to a common end; if we are 
descended from the same great ancestry who 
fought together the battles of the Reyolution, are 
we to be thus insulted, thus trampled upon, and 
thus subjected to civil war? Are we to have these 
appeals made to the baser passions of our nature 
and is the country to be crushed and degraded by 
having placed in the chair, filled by the great Clay 
and Winthropy and other lights whose political 
science and intelligence have radiated over this 
whole Union, a man who has signed such an in- 
cendiary reconunendation? Sir, 4o these gentle 
men suppose that slaveholders, who have won the 
confidence of their constituents, and who have 
been sent here to assist in making laws and pre 
serving the Constitution and keeping the Govern- 
ment intact, feel themselves honored by their asso- 
ciation? Ifthey do, they are greatly deceived. We 
have been on terms of personal intimacy with them. 
Every gentleman on the other side of the House 
who knows me, knows that my intercourse with 
^ them has been marked with the utmost urbanity. 
I have met Representatives in this Hall, coming 
from all parts of this country, as my compeers in 
every relation of life. But can I continue to do 
so, except gentlemen disclaim having advised my 
constituents — half of whom are non-slaveholders 
— ^to have no intercourse with me; not to visit the 
church where I worship; to strike down and os- 
tracise slaveholding ministers; to abandon hotels 
where there are slave waiters; to discontinue pat- 
ronage to the newspapers and literature that are 
conducted by slaveholders? If they expect to 
play that game, the sooner it is avowed or dis- 
claimed, 'the better. 

I put the question to the North. How would 
they like us to say to the North that their forests 
— which they say are so profitable — their work- 
shops, their mines, and their branches of industry 
are not well managed, and that we could use them 
more profitably than they ? What is the recom- 
mendation there? It is, that the wealth of the 
South shall be dedicated to the North; that, as the 
southern citizens manage their wealth badly, and 
cannot get the full yield of their forests, as the 
Yankees do, who sell their timber and burn the 
limbs into ashes to make potash, and manure 
their ground with the stumps, the South shall be 
deprived of her resources because her farmers see 
proper not to do this, or to live in .this picayune 
mcyiner, but prefer to fill their barns with the 
products of the soil? These gentlemen come in 



and say that the riches of the South are neglected 
by the bad management of the South; that the ac- 
cursed plague of slavery does it; and that, there- 
fore, non -slaveholders at the South should rise in 
their majesty — ^peaceably if they can, forcibly if 
they must — ^take their arms, subdue the slave- 
holders, drive out the plague of slavery, take pos- 
session of the country, and dedicate it to free 
labor. 

That is the sentiment in the book which these 
gentlemen recommend to have circulated gratui- 
tously all over the South. Are such men fit to 
preside over the destinies of our common coun- 
try? Can the South expect from such men the 
maintenance of the integrity of the Constitution? 
Our slave property is as much ouj property under 
the Constitution, and under the guarantees of this 
Government, as any property held at the North-. 
Whether it is sinful to hold slaves, whether slavery 
is a plague and a loss, and whether it will affect 
our future destiny, is our own business. We 
suffer for that, and not they. We ask none of 
their prayers. We need none of them. If we 
were in need of them, and if the only way to 
escape future punishment and misery were to re- 
ceive benefit fi:x>m the prayers of those who signed 
that recommendation, I should expect, after death, 
to sink into the nethermost hell. [Laughter.] Do 
gentlemen expect that they can distribute incen- 
diary books, give incendiary advice, advise rebel- 
lion, advise non-intercourse in all the relations of 
life, spread such works broadcast over the coun- 
try, and not be taken to task for it^ I presume 
that the South has sufficient self-respect; that it 
understands the effect of its institutions well 
enough; that it has its rights, and dares to main- 
tain them. 

Sir, I regard this as a dark period in the history 
of our country. As I stated yesterday, in all the 
divisions that have heretofore taken place in the 
country, we have always had a conservative spirit 
and a kind sentiment existing. North and South, 
strong enough to prevent men taking on them- 
selves the responsibility of asking any portion of 
our common country to rel^l against its laws and 
institutions. 

Such advice is treason; such advice is rebellion; 
and the men who give it, understanding the scope 
and purport of their advice, and who design to 
carry that treason and that rebellion into effect, 
deserve a fate which it would not be respectful for 
me to announce in this House. 

In the formation of this Government, we en- 
tered into a bond of union and made a written 
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Constitution. By that Constitution the slayehold- 
er in the South is secured in his right of property ; 
and the fifteen slaveholding; States have not only 
the protection of the Constitution, but of the laws 
in such States. How do the gentlemen who have 
given this advice purpose to obviate or rather ob- 
literate that institution ? Is it by repealing the 
law ? Is that proposed in their recommendation ? 
Is that in the programme? Not a word of it. 
Does the recommendation contemplate that public 
sentiment is to be enlightened by^iscussion — 
that the public mind is to be brought to a consid- 
eration of the enormity of the institution? Is it 
to be kept before the minds of the people until, 
the public will, expressed under the Constitution 
of the country, shall repeal the laws establishing 
the institution? Not at all. What is it? No 
man oan be a patriot until he is first an Abolition- 
ist. Wait not to strike the blow; now is the time; 
now is the day of salvation; strike now. Your 
arms will be powerless unless you strike the blow 
now. That is the recommendation; that is the 
advice, and I say it is advice to revolution. I say 
it is an incipient movement of treason against a 
common country. 

What is further asked in that book recommended 
by these gentleman ? What is asked by the gen- 
tleman who is nominated now to preside over this 
House as Speaker, and expects to be elected by 
the assistance of Representatives from slavehold 
ing conltituencies ? They know they cannot se- 
cure this election in any other way. I appeal to 
gentlemen in this House representing a slavehold- 
ing constituency if they are prepared, with these 
facts before them, to vote for a man who has ad- 
vised their non-slaveholding constituents not to 
worship with them, not to vote for them, or hold 
any intercourse with them? Is there one? If 
there is such an one, I do not envy his situation, 
nor do I envy the constituency that would sustain 
him in such a deed. I have no fear that such a 
deed will ever be perpetrated. None, sir. 

Sir, if it is the purpose of the Republican party 
to preserve their organization; if they have con- 
fidence in their integrffy and in the correctness of 
their principles, they have shining lights in that 
great party, men who are competent to preside, 
without selecting men who have united in that - 
recommendation. Give us a name clear of that 
stain ; and you cannot go amfss in parties. There 
is not any party in this House which has not 
men in it more loyal to the Government, and more 
friendly in their spirit, less hostile to any portion 
of our people. The American party have distin- 



guished men, who could preddeover this House 
with great propriety, who have the ability, who 
are conservative in spirit, who represent loyal 
constituencies in this Unioti. Why tiot select on6 
jfh>m that number? 
A Voice. Would you vote for. him ? 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I woiild, if I could 
not do any better. We have also distinguished 
Democrats; and, if the one presented is so odious 
to these gentlemen who have concluded to advise 
our slaves to hisurrect, and to recommend non* 
intercourse on the part of our citizens, cannot 
they select some Democrat in this House who haft 
won for himself a name and a Ikme ; who has given 
an earnest of Ida love of the country, of justice, 
of good order, hud of his ability to preside over 
our deliberations? Surely, we have not so fallen. 
Surely, we have not come down to the level that 
we are to select a man who has signed a paper 
advising rebellion and treason; advising steps 
which will result in insurrection; advising a por- 
tion of our constitueneies to declare tton-fellowship 
with the others; who would divide us asunder and 
destroy an institution secured to us by the Con*> 
stitution; made by an ancestry that we are all 
proud to revert to as the most glorious ancestry 
that ever adorned a deliberative council upon earth. 
' I make these remarks, Mr. Clerk, in order that 
the country may know if the deed is to be done. 
Sir, if the deed is to be done, if this country is to 
witness the humiliating spectacle of a presiding 
officer elected by this House who has struck a 
blow at one half of this Confederacy, of a presiding 
officer sworn to support the Constitution of the 
tJnited States, advising the dismemberment of the 
Government, or steps which will lead to. it; who, 
when he takes the oath to support the Constitu- 
tion of the tJnited States which protects me and 
my constituents in the right to their slaves, ad- 
vises that that right shall be disregarded, and that 
those men shall take arms into their hands irre- 
spective of constitutional means. If that is to be 
done, t hope no slaveholding constituencies will 
have any share in it. If that is to be done. I pray 
that no conservative Democrat, or man from the 
South, will engage in the deed. 

Sir, Massachusetts has reared her monument 
in honor of the Revolution. New York, the great 
city and emporium of America, has been fed, has 
been nurtured, strengthened, and enriched by the 
products of the South. Maryland and other sea- 
board States glory in the reflection that they have 
been nurtured by' their commerce, while we have 
sent them our products; and an interchange haa 
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taken place up to this good hour without any 
such advice of insurrection, disunion, or non-fel- 
lowship. Have we fallen upon such evil times 
that when this House wishes to select a presiding 
officer, there is no party here which can present 
a candidate who is loyal to the Union and the 
Constitution; but we must take one who has 
thrown a firebrand into our midst, and whose ad- 
Tice, if taken, would drench one half of this Union 
in blood? 

Mr. Clerk, if this advice is taken, and if this 
system is to be pursued ; if gentlemen in this House 
take upon themselves the responsibility which 
gentlemen now in nomination have taken, does 
any man suppose this Union can continue? Can 
it continue if we are not to have any intercourse, 
religious, political, or social? Do we not kn^w 
that when that time comes, this Union cannot ex- 
ist — ^that the Government will be destroyed? And 
is there any one here who is willing to raise his 
hand to destroy our Government by establishing 
the precedent, which will be quoted as the darkest 
peiiod in the history of our country, of inaugu- 
rating, in the organization of the House, a system 
which strikes down the equality, the rights, and 
the guarantees, under the Constitution, of fifteen 
sovereign States of the Union? I pray not. I 
pray that such a thing may never happen. 

If gentlemen on the other side want to elect a 



Speaker from their midst, let them select one who 
has kept aloof from this sort of thing I have re- 
ferred to. Let them take another man than the 
one they appear to have selected. Do not let 
them punish the country With their power. I ask 
them not to discredit the Government by their 
action. Do not let them strike terror into the 
hearts of the American people . Do not put brother 
against brother, father against son. Do not raise 
a storm throughout this Union, North and South. 
Do not destroy the conservative sentiment — ^that 
great element which keeps the stars and stripes 
floating this day over this Capitol. I pray that 
it may not be done. 

I have now submitted my remarks; and, Mr. 
Clerk, I give my thanks to edl sides of the House 
for the courtesy with which I have been heard. 
I do not wish to retard the organization of the 
House. I have placed before the country my 
views on the matter to which I have attracted its 
attention; I have placed before the country the 
facts which operate with me, and, having done 
that, I have discharged my duty as the Repre- 
sentative of a gallant, a Union-loving, a peace- 
able, and a Christian people — a constituency of 
which I am proud, for it has always marched 
under the flag of the Union, and always gone to 
maintain the fame and ascendency of the Union 
abroad. 
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